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Basil marched through the land destroying fortress
after fortress as he went.    The four campaigns of this
second   Bulgarian  and   Byzantine  war  left  Samuel
nothing   but  West   Macedonia,   Albania,   and   the
mountainous   districts   of  Vitos   and   Ryl.     Fresh
distractions   in   Asia   alone   prevented   Basil   from
giving the final blow to the First Bulgarian Km pi re.
A third war, which broke out in 1014, was even more
disastrous   for the Czar.     Fifteen  thousand   of his
subjects were taken prisoners in a great battle near
Belasica,  a  mountain in   Macedonia,   which   looms
large in Bulgarian  ballads.    With  a  refinement of
cruelty unparalleled even in the annals of that bar-
barous age, Basil had their eyes   put   out, allowing
every hundredth  man  to  retain   one  eye, in order
that he might be able to guide his comrades to the
headquarters of their sovereign.    In spite of his own
fierce disposition  and  deeds of bloodshed, Samuel
was overpowered at the spectacle as a long line of
blind warriors entered the gates of his camp.    He
fell to the ground in a swoon ;   for a  moment  he
seemed to recover, but his heart was broken, and he
died ten days later on September 15,  1014.    With
him perished the last hope of Bulgaria.    It was his
strong arm and resolute will which had so long kept
the  Greek  Emperor  at  bay,  and   though  his  son
Gabriel Roman or Radomir, who succeeded him, had
the courage and more than the stature of his father,
he could not stay the downfall of his country.    An
evil fate seemed to dog the House of Sisman ; the
blood which Samuel had shed was upon the head of
his son.    For a time the Czar Gabriel, who had stood